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I am pleased to report that 2025 was another hugely successful year for Wellington
North Badminton. We have maximized the facilities that are available to us, including the
hire age of external courts. Members are enjoying the excellent services provided by our
dedicated and diligent staff and we continue to look for ways to improve those
experiences.

Junior badminton events and programs were hugely popular during 2025. These have
included: shuttle time and school holiday programs; capital, central region and national
tournaments; school leagues, secondary and tertiary championships.

We were successful in maintaining our two teams in the elite Wisden / Slazenger
competition, a first for WNBA. We entered three further teams in the senior competition
and another six teams in the masters and vets' competitions. This is a total of eleven
teams playing in the inter-association competitions.

We have, once again, had a successful year in receiving grant funding thanks to
the excellent work by Richard and Deane. This is a fantastic achievement given
the reduced funding available in New Zealand. Unfortunately, we are having to
reduce our expectations in this space.

Hall improvements over 2025 included: the addition of bench seating; court mat repairs
and replacement of court lighting from fluorescent to LED lighting. Funding was obtained
for this work, and we expect to achieve electricity savings with the new lighting.
The board has spent the last year working on a new Statement of Strategic Direction.
This document states our vision for the next five years and it is what directs Richard
and his staff in their endeavors.

Badminton NZ has had a challenging year with a several individuals from other
badminton associations attempting to disrupt their activities. I am hopeful that we are
now over this and can report that WNBA has developed a very strong relationship with
Badminton NZ and their board.

I would like to thank the board members for their efforts over the year. Lesley, Julie,
Kelly, Ian and Leck have continued to volunteer their valuable skills for which I am very
grateful. We are sorry to have lost Bevan Cox as an intern but are grateful for his
contributions and wish him well for the future.

I would also like to thank Richard for his excellent work over the year. He, and his staff,
have been instrumental in making WNBA a great organisation for all of us who are
associated with it.

Dave White - Board Chair
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2025 was a highly successful year for Wellington North Badminton, with strong
participation, solid growth, and important improvements to our facilities and
programs.

Our stadium operated at 82% capacity, reflecting consistent demand across
club play, learn‑to‑Play programs, and casual usage. 

A major highlight was hosting the Badminton New Zealand Senior Open, with
BNZ impressed enough to book two national events with us for 2026. Our
expanded ABCD tournament series drew 447 entries, making it the largest
event of its kind in New Zealand.

We continue to perform well across all age groups, from juniors through to
Super Vets. Our development pathway also continues to strengthen, with three
junior players named in the 2026 New Zealand Squad.

We completed major roof repairs and other essential maintenance, ensuring
the stadium is in excellent condition.

Funding and sponsorship remain challenging sector‑wide, so maintaining strong
relationships with partners will continue to be a priority.

In 2026, our focus will be on strengthening representative team performance,
growing membership, deepening community and commercial partnerships,
continuing to host top‑level events, and exploring opportunities around a
stadium extension and lease renewal.

Our staff have been outstanding. Babette has grown all community programs;
Rhys has strengthened our coaching framework; Maggie has led junior
development to national-level success; Chris has guided our Slazenger teams
with professionalism; and Kristina has made a strong impact on events and
leagues.

To our clubs, volunteers, coaches, funders, and sponsors—thank you for your
support. 2025 has been an excellent year, and I look forward to building on this
momentum in 2026.

Richard Kirby - General Manager
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Community Activity 
Sessions

Run 
Average 

Attendees 
Total Comments 

Holiday Programs 14 28 392
Programs run in School
holiday periods 

Pickleball 110 34 3740
Introduced Monday
sessions due to High
demand 

Intermediate School
Leagues 

12 72 864
Primarily Newlands,
Raroa and Tawa
Intermediate Teams 

Shuttletime Classes 48 21 1008
Total of 8 Classes per
School Term offered 

Junior Club 6 - 11
Years 

40 8 320
Introduction to
Badminton 

Junior Club 12 Years
PLUS 

40 36 1440
Social Club - Drop-in
Sessions 

Adult Development
Classes 

12 20 240
Coached by WNBA
Coaches 

Shuttle Time Coach
Course 

1 20 20
One of class - to Train
new Coaches for region 

2025 has been an extremely busy year - A summary of the years activities are
contained in the table below:

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT



College Sport -
Terms 2 and 3 

18 48 864
Winter Sports League -
Utilisation of all 6 courts 

Onslow College 2 60 120
Facilitated Team Trials for
2025 Season 

Tawa College 2 50 100
Facilitated Team Trials for
2025 Season 

Newlands College 20 44 880
Team Trials and Regular
Weekly Coaching 

Cardinal
Mckeefery -
School Visit 

1 20 20
One off School Fun day -
held at WNBA 

Kenepuru
Hospital 

3 12 36
Staff / Patient
Sessions 

Total 323 473 10044

These totals are delivered on top of our existing offerings, including Clubs,
Team Training, Stadium Pass, and Casual Court Bookings.”

Thank you to all who supported the team while I was away this year.
Everything we’ve achieved is a credit to the commitment and care of an
amazing group of people. My heartfelt thanks to our coaches—Rhys, Nhor,
Winson, Zac, Paul, Quan, Maggie, and Jeremy—for the enthusiasm and skill
they bring to our programs and the positive impact they have on our kids. A
big thank you as well to Kristina for creating fantastic events for our players,
and to Richard for his guidance and support that help drive our growth.

Babette Mc Calman – Community Development Manager

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT



Slazenger Cup Team(s) 2025 
We had two Teams competing in the Slazenger Cup in 2025 which is the first
year we have been able to have such a strong presence in the National
competition (There is no other LNI association with any team in this grade)
Wellington North 1 had a good tournament, Counties proved too strong in the
qualification round with several of their players just outclassing our team
which lead to some tough matches and the first match the team were a little
nervous. 

A close battle vs Waikato which we ultimately feel a little short, a few easy
wins vs the bottom 3 teams, and an extremely tough performance vs Auckland
for a battle for 2nd/3rd. Taking home a bronze medal (3rd) was a good result,
as we were easily the 3  best team in Slazenger. I think our overall
doubles/mixed felt short of my expectations which has led to adjust some of
the off the season training for 2026 to be bit more focused on those areas,
considering eight games of the twelve matches are doubles/mixed.

rd

Wellington North 2 had a lot of newcomers playing in the team this year so
were outclassed by some other teams with a lot more experience in this grade.
The team continuously improved as the tournament went on as shown by the
results.

The team showed great resilience against Otago and narrowly lost this match
7-5 and could of as it often does – It came down to the last Mixed.
However, the team dug in and proved too strong for Canterbury 2 and
maintains their position in this grade for the 2026 season. A lot of experience
and confidence was gained this should build a platform for an improved result
in 2026.

Chris Lee - Coach

REP TEAM REPORTS 



Division 3 Team
The Division 3 team had a tough season with many players joining our
team from the lower grades due to our team from the previous season
moving up to the Slazenger Cup grade.

The team were competitive in the grade and pushed some of the top
teams extremely hard and only narrowly missing some epic upsets.
The team has kept their position in Division 3 for 2026, and we hope to
continuously improve our performances and help to develop players for
our Slazenger cup teams.

Justin Tay – Team Captain

Division 4 Team
The Division 4 team had an incredibly positive 2025 season, defined by
growth, resilience, and formidable team spirit. Unfortunately, we played
some of the stronger teams in the first few rounds and the standard of
play was extremely high given that Division 4 was a new division in 2025 –
so some teams that were in Division 3 the previous year were in this
division.

Overall, the team finished a credible fifth position and retain their
position in Division 4 for the 2026 season.

Being the only Lower North Island Team in Division 4 meant a lot of travel
and time commitment away for the players. The experience gained this
season has laid a solid foundation, and the team looks forward to building
on this progress in the seasons ahead.

Zabad Michael – Team Captain 

REP TEAM REPORTS 



CR Team Report
With most of last year’s CR team moving to Division 4 in 2025 our CR
team this year was inexperienced and most players in the team had not
played representative Badminton previously.

Although the team finished at the bottom of the table, we were fiercely
competitive in several ties. A very narrow loss to Hawkes Bay 7-5 feels
like the match that got away. The CR team / grade is the level where we
will continue to introduce Junior players and Club level players to the
competitive representative circuit.

Kristina Ponte – Team Captain

REP TEAM REPORTS 



Age Grade Division Team Placing

U13s Division 1 Team 1 1st Place

U13s Division 1 Team 2 4th Place

U13s Division 3 Team 3 1st Place

U13s Division 4 Team 4 3rd Place

U15s Division 2 Team 1 1st Place

U17s Division 1 Team 1 3rd Place

U17s Division 2 Team 2 2nd place

U19s Division 1 Team 1 2nd place

U19s Division 2 Team 2 3rd Place

U19s Division 4 Team 3 1st place

2025 was a fantastic year for the Junor players, teams and coaches
here at Wellington North Badminton.

The Lindsay Johnson Cup
We started out the season by retaining the Lindsay Johnson cup.
This is a team’s event between Wellington, Hutt Valley and Wellington
North. There are 2 boys and 2 girls from each of the 4 junior age groups.
The U 13’s partner the U 17’s and the U15’s partner the U19s.   
   

Central Region Junior Teams Competition
Wellington North entered a record 10x teams in this competition. This is
held over 2 weekends; one held in the Capital and 1 held in Palmerston
North.

We entered 4x U13 Teams, 1 x U15 team,2x U17 teams and 3x U19 teams.

JUNIOR BADMINTON



New Zealand Teams Palmerston North
This competition is now in its 43  year in P/ North. rd

We took 5 teams to the New Zealand Team Champs. We also loaned 4
Wellington North players to Wellington as they were short of players.

This year we stayed at Palmerston North Boys High School. Breakfast and
dinner were provided by the school, and we organised our team lunches at
the hall. 

We transported the players in mini vans and cars. The badminton venue
was only 5 minutes away from the accommodation.

The U13 team was very unlucky not to get a medal. They were equal in
wins/loses with 2 other teams but lost on a match count back. 

This is the first time a Wellington North Team has beaten an Auckland
team 1, division 1 team. 

A big thank you our coaches, Rhys, Nhor, Winson and Jeremy. 
A special thank you to our managers and helpers, Jean, Rennie, Quan,
Sonny, Yee Ting and Richard. Without parental support we would be unable
to participate in events like this. 

Age Grade Division Team Placing

U13s Division 1 Team 1 4th Place

U13s Division 2 Team 2 4th Place

U17s Division 1 Team 1 8th Place

U19s Division 1 Team 1 8th Place

U19s Division 1 Team 2 12th Place

JUNIOR BADMINTON



New Zealand U15 Development Squad

This year we are happy to announce that Wellington North has 3 players
selected for the NZ U15 development squad. Congratulations to

·Ian Chen,
·Kingsly Li
·Jeremy Zhang

We are looking forward to supporting these players in 2026 and help them
develop their game.

AWARDS
U 13 most improved player = Emma Liu
U15 most improved players = Angela Deng and Ian Chen
White Trophy for the most improved player over all age groups, = Olivia
Chin
High Performance trophy, = Jeremy Zhang

Maggie Lee – Junior Badminton Coach / Manager

JUNIOR BADMINTON



·
 
Division 1 Team Report
The 2025 Masters Div 1 team welcomed a few new members to
the team, with Kit He, Alex Lee, and Poon Jitsumon making their
first appearances in the team. The format was like prior years,
with a total of 6 ties against other North Island associations. 

The season started off steady with 2 wins and 2 losses in the
first 2 rounds, with wins against Manawatu and Counties
Manukau. We went into the final round with an opportunity to
secure a top 3 finish, however injuries and illnesses meant we
could not field our top team. 

The team still competed well, winning their first tie against
Auckland 1, but then narrowly losing to Waitakere 2 5-7 to finish
4  place (out of 7 teams). th

It was another great year for the team, with Wellington North
finishing the top ranked team outside of the Auckland region in
Masters Division 1.
 
Leck Tham – Team Captain

MASTERS TEAM REPORTS



·
 Division 2 Team Report
The 2025 season was an outstanding and memorable year for our Badminton
Master Division 2 team. The team finished second overall and the final match
to decide first and second place was against Waikato. 

One of the defining strengths of this year’s squad was the exceptional team
spirit. Whether on or off the court, players consistently supported and
encouraged one another. Cheering from the sidelines became a trademark of
our ties—lifting energy levels, boosting morale, and creating a positive
environment.

Our off-court connection was just as strong as our on-court performance.
Long drives to away ties turned into great team-bonding opportunities,
complete with car-pooling and karaoke, shared laughs, and plenty of
badminton talk. Post-match team dinners became a highlight of the season,
strengthening friendships and contributing to the team’s unity and positive
culture. 

The Masters Division 2 Team hope to maintain the strong platform of 2026
and try and maintain the strong performance in Division 2 in the 2026
season.

Mei Khoo – Team Captain / Manager

MASTERS TEAM REPORTS



·
 
Division 4 Team Report
With the revised reduction in teams this year, our previous Division 3 team
became a division 4 team amongst a few others. With a couple of new faces in
the team this year we spent the first tie getting a feel of how we gelled as a
team. 

Our first tie was local at Kapiti and beating Hutt Valley first tie was a nice
achievement (after losing to them by sets last year) but then unfortunately
losing by sets to Kapiti.

The next two ties were up in Auckland and were much the same of winning one
and narrowly losing the other. At the end of the season, we had enough points
to put us in 3rd position equal but as this other tied team was Kapiti (and us
losing to them narrowly first tie), we ultimately ended up 4th.

A great season with a great team!

Sean Chia – Team Captain

MASTERS TEAM REPORTS



·

Super Vets Division 1
It was great to finally have a season where we had 4 men and 4 women.
However, we still used two reserves, and I am grateful to Lia Mapa and Han
Chung who both filled in for our local tie at Wellington North. 

Fortunate to get through the season with no injuries. The new seven team
format meant there were a few teams who could face relegation. 

Fortunately, we did well enough and again came 3 . rd

Members of the team did well at the New Zealand Masters Champs held in
Tauranga 

·Lesley Gledhill and Maggie Lee 65s and 70s Ladies Doubles Champions, 

Pat Heskett and Trevor Hollings (Northland) 70s Men’s Doubles Champions, 

Pat Heskett and Kris Fleury (Waitakere) 70s Mixed Doubles Champions

Team Captain - Lesley Gledhill

VETS TEAM REPORTS



Vets Division 3 Team Report

We had a couple of new players join the team this season. They gave the
team a great boost and played a big part in helping us finish in second
place. The final against Waikato didn’t quite go our way, especially with
Oscar Khine getting injured part‑way through. He’d been strong all season,
so it was a real shame to see him go down during such an important
match. 

Our younger Vets players earnt the nickname “the 49ers.” They brought
some extra speed and spark around the court, and their energy lifted the
overall vibe of the team. 

All the hard work this season has paid off with a well‑deserved promotion
to Division 2 for 2026.

And a big thank you to Leona Head and Miranda Patrick for stepping in
when the team needed some reserves – really appreciated!

Team Captain – Richard Kirby

Vets Division 4 Team Report
The Veterans North Island Division 4 badminton team achieved an
impressive 2nd place finish in their debut season. 

Despite only starting to play together this year, the team showed great
commitment, tremendous progress and determination, losing only to
Wellington team. 

Julia Ting was by far the most improved player. She is also filled with
positive attitudes the entire season.

Team Captain – Tony Wong

VETS TEAM REPORTS



Slazenger
Team 1

Slazenger
Team 2

Division 3 Division 3 CR Division

Bevan Cox David Nangoi Tom Slade Steven Phang Addison Zhen

Rhys Hopkin Jeffery Tong Alex Lee
Marcus
Gonzales

Arko Choudhury.

Josef Sutrisna Ahu Ahuja Westley Yang Arjun Chundran Animesh Panada

Luke Falvey William Feasey Keita Idogawa James Chee Nathan Chan

Yao Lik Chun Caleb Chen Justin Tay Zabad Gill Tony Chap

Winson Wong Wei Lim
Ming Ghee
Fong

Oskar Li Victor Esguerra

Adithi Alexander Alice Zhang Danri He Jinni Yeoh Anna Canencia

Crissalina Sak Amy Rogers Ashley Shum Sola Tuo Angelia Cao

Chanmony
Khieng

Kit He Ella Pan Mia Harada
Anishka
Anandeshi

Diana Seo Lauren Phang Evonne Cheng Emma Chung Bee Huang

Phoebe Young Laura Suddaby
Margaret
Gonzales

Hayley Chung Olivia Chin

Poon Jitsumon Arnie Ferreras
Sherlyn
Andrews

Flora Yip Kristina Ponte

TEAM WN REP DATABASE



Master Division 1 Master Division 2 Master Division 4

Caleb O'Connor-Chen Prakash Salvaraj Lee Ledesma

Josef Sutrisna Craig Hitchcock Sean Chia

Leck Chuan Tham Darroch Ward Sivashankar Bhaskaran

Leck Sheng Tham Bryan Monterio Srikar Bandreddi

Henry Tam Richard Kirby Yusuf Shamim

Poon Jitsumon Scott Rademaker Christian Manguiatt

Gina Wang Anna Canencia Alice Xiao

Kelly Johnson Christine Dowler Annie Joe

Laura Suddaby Bronwyn Beagle Olivia Tsai

Tracey Tham Tina Lu Mia Sayson

Kit He Mei Khoo Sheryl Balane

Ming Henderson

MASTERS REP DATABASE



Super-Vets Division 1 Vets Division 3 Vets Division 4

Dave White Oscar Khine Tony Wong

Greg White Richard Kirby Alvin Loo

Pat Heskett Daniel Shum Renand Tamayo

Graham Parker Greg White Ramesh Ganesan

Lesley Gledhill Wai Vong

Leona Head Maggie Lee Charu Khera

Lesley Gledhill
Hazel Davies
Howard

Julia Ting

Maggie Lee Leona Head Liz Mcilraith

Miranda Patrick

VETS REP DATABASE



ults 2025

WNBA

Team 2025 Placing

Slazenger Cup Team 1 3rd

Slazenger Cup Team 2 5th

Division 3 7th

Division 4 5th

CR Team 7th

Masters Division 1 4th

Masters Division 2 2nd

Masters Division 4 4th

Vets Division 3 2nd

Vets Division 4 2nd

Super Vets Division 1 3rd

TEAM RESULTS 2025



Award Category Winner

Young Volunteer of the Year Quan Cu

Volunteer of the Year Daniel Shum

Coach of the Year Maggie Lee

Junior MVP of the Year Marcus Gonzales

Senior MVP of the Year Bevan Cox

Masters MVP of the Year Scott Rademaker

Sportsmansip Award Mei Khoo

Most Improved Player of the Year David Nangoi

Performance of the Year Kit He

Team of the Year Masters Division 2

2025 AWARD WINNERS



Event Winner A Grade Winner B Grade

ABCD Mens Singles Bevan Cox Oskar Li

ABCD Ladies Singles Sherlyn Andrews Tamara Nguyen

ABCD Mens Doubles Chris Lee and Leck Tham Aaron Duan and Song Duan

ABCD Ladies Doubles
Adithi Alexander &
Jitsumon Ponmongkolwat

Nicole Evangeline Lo &
Aastha Maria Stephen

ABCD Mixed Doubles
Luke Falvey and Adithi
Alexander

Jonathan Li & Yuexin Li

Event Winner C Grade Winner D Grade

ABCD Mens Singles Joseph Pham Jo Leong

ABCD Ladies Singles Emma Liu N/A

ABCD Mens Doubles
James Little and Caleb
Syman

Junhao Huang & Yutong
Jin

ABCD Ladies
Doubles

Izzy De Guzman & Kaelyn
Mignonette Girado

Andrelyn May Alarcon &
Teresa Tay

ABCD Mixed Doubles
Yehezkiel Victorio &
Mathilde Nissen

Ameer Mahfudz &
Adleena Shazeli

2025 EVENT WINNERS
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